
 
 

 
 

*ITEM  #4 The Provo City Community and Neighborhood Services Department requests an 
Ordinance Text Amendment to the Professional Office (PO) Zone (Section 14.16.020) 
to allow private educational services as a conditional use. Citywide application. Robert 
Mills (801) 852-6407 rmills@provo.org  PLOTA20200047 

 

 

Applicant: Provo City Community 
and Neighborhood Services 
Department  

 
Staff Coordinator: Robert Mills 
 

*Council Action Required: Yes 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS 
1. Continue to a future date to obtain 

additional information or to further 
consider information presented. The 
next available meeting date is March 
11, 2020 at 6:00 PM. 

 
2. Deny the requested Project Plan. This 

action would not be consistent with the 
recommendations of the Staff Report. 
The Planning Commission should 
state new findings. 

Relevant History: Currently public schools are 
permitted in any zoning district; however, private 
educational institutions are not permitted in the 
Professional Office (PO) Zone. After evaluation of an 
operational private school, the Community and 
Neighborhood Services Department that private 
educational facilities could function well in the PO zone 
as a conditional use with the proposed specific 
conditions.    
 

 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the 
Planning Commission forward a positive 
recommendation of the requested Ordinance Text 
Amendment to the Municipal Council. 

Planning Commission Hearing 
Staff Report 

Hearing Date: February 26, 2020 
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OVERVIEW 
 

The proposed Ordinance Text Amendment is a staff-initiated amendment to add 

“Educational Services” to the list of conditional uses in the Professional Office (PO) 

zone. Public and charter schools are already permitted, by right, in any zoning 

district; however, a private educational facility is not currently permitted in a PO zone 

because “Educational Services” is not listed in the list of permitted uses. Staff feels 

that, with adherence the proposed conditions, private educational facilities are 

compatible with other uses in the PO zones.  

  

It was recently brought to the attention of staff that a private school occupies an 

existing office building in an existing PO zone. The school was initially permitted 

there because it was thought to be a charter school; however, it is actually a private 

school and, therefore, not currently permitted. The school has been operational for 

several months and does not seem to be causing major impacts to the surrounding 

properties, and so, the proposal to allow private educational facilities as conditional 

uses, with specific codified conditions, seemed the logical way to allow the school to 

continue operating in the zone.   

 

The proposed amendment enumerates specific conditions that a private educational 

facility will be required to adhere to when operating in a PO zone. These conditions 

include: 

1. Following the parking provisions of Section 14.37.060 of the Provo City 

Code; 

2. Having a detailed parking and circulation plan prepared by a 

professional which empirically concludes the existing or proposed 

facility will not negatively affect area traffic or surrounding uses; 

3. Conform to all health, safety, and building codes; and, 

4. No exterior lighting shall shine directly into adjoining properties.  

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

1. By state law, public and charter schools are allowed in any zoning district. 

2. Private educational facilities are not granted the same zoning immunities 

public and charter schools are given even though they function in a very 

similar manner.  

3. The proposed amendment will apply to all PO Zones in the City. 

 

Analysis 
 

Section 14.02.020(1) of the Provo City Code states the following regarding 

amendments to the Planning and Zoning Title and to the General Plan:  

 

“Amendments shall not be made . . . except to promote more fully the 

objectives and purposes of this Title and the Provo City General Plan or to 

correct manifest errors.” 
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Additionally, guidelines for consideration of an amendment are set forth in Section 

14.02.020(2) of the Code and are listed below. Staff analysis is provided after the 

individual guidelines in bold. 

 

(a) Public purpose for the amendment in question. 

The amendment seeks to allow private educational facilities as conditional 

uses within the PO zones in the City.   

 

(b)  Confirmation that the public purpose is best served by the amendment in 

question. 

The public purpose is served because educational facilities are an 

important part of the community and provide a significant public benefit. 

Some residents prefer alternative educational options from traditional 

public or charter schools. This amendment seeks to enable private 

educational facilities to operate in PO zones with specific conditions.  

 

(c) Compatibility of the proposed amendment with General Plan policies, goals, and 

objectives. 

Several of the General Plan policies, goals, and objectives seek to enhance 

educational opportunities within the City; therefore, the proposed 

amendment is consistent with those policies, goals, and objectives.   

 

(d) Consistency of the proposed amendment with the General Plan’s “timing and 

sequencing” provisions on changes of use, insofar as they are articulated. 

No conflicts.  

 

(e) Potential of the proposed amendment to hinder or obstruct attainment of the 

General Plan’s articulated policies. 

The proposed amendment is unlikely to hinder or obstruct attainment of the 

General Plan’s articulated policies.  

 

(f) Adverse impacts on adjacent land owners. 

No adverse impacts are anticipated.    

 

(g) Verification of correctness in the original zoning or General Plan for the area in 

question. 

The amendment applies citywide.  

 

(h) In cases where a conflict arises between the General Plan Map and General Plan 

Policies, precedence shall be given to the Plan Policies. 

No such conflict is anticipated.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends the Planning Commission forward a positive recommendation of 

the proposed amendment to allow “Educational Facilities” as conditional uses to the 

Municipal Council for approval. 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Proposed Language of the Amendment 
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Attachment 1 – Amendment Language 

 

 
  



Planning Commission Staff Report 
February 26, 2020 

Item 4* 
Page 6 

 

 

 
  



Planning Commission Staff Report 
February 26, 2020 

Item 4* 
Page 7 

 

 
  



Planning Commission Staff Report 
February 26, 2020 

Item 4* 
Page 8 

 

 
  



Planning Commission Staff Report 
February 26, 2020 

Item 4* 
Page 9 

 

 
  



Planning Commission Staff Report 
February 26, 2020 

Item 4* 
Page 10 

 

 
 


