
Planning Commission  
Staff Report 

Hearing Date: October 23, 2019 

 

*ITEM # 2      The Community Development Department requests Ordinance Text Amendments to 

Sections 15.20, 14.10.120, and 14.06.030 (illustrations) to clarify development landscaping 

requirements and to allow for xeriscape.  City-wide impact.  Javin Weaver (801) 852-6413  

PLOTA20190280 

 

OVERVIEW 

The Community Development Department has proposed to amend the Development 

Landscaping Requirements (15.20), Permissible Lot Coverage (14.10.120) and 

Illustrations (14.06.030).  These amendments are to further the goals and objectives of 

the General Plan.  One goal from the General Plan is to encourage xeric landscaping 

around the perimeter of residential projects.  Staff has identified that additional 

standards to the aforementioned sections of Provo City Code would provide aid in 

community beautification and enforcement of code regulations.   

Applicant:  Community Development Department 

 

Staff Coordinator: Javin Weaver 

 

Parcel ID#:  City Wide 

 

*Council Action Required: Yes 
 
Related Application(s): None 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS 
1.  Continue to a future date to obtain additional 
information or to further consider information 
presented.  The next available meeting date is 
November 13, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. 
2.  Recommend Denial of the proposed ordinance 
amendment.  This would be a change from the Staff 
recommendation; the Planning Commission should 
state new findings. 
 

Relevant History:  The Development 
Landscaping Requirements was last 
amended in May 2015 (14-0013OA).   
 
Neighborhood Issues:  No neighborhood 
issues have been brought to staff’s attention. 
 
 
Summary of Key Issues: 

 The proposal includes a section of 
standards for Xeric Landscaping and 
Artificial Turf Grass.     

 The amended document reflects 
standards that are more suitable and 
assist with code compliance.    

 The proposed ordinance is aligned with 
the General Plan.  

 
Staff Recommendation:  That the Planning 
Commission recommend to the Municipal 
Council approval of the proposed ordinance 
amendment.   
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Items in Development Landscaping Requirements (15.20) that are to be amended are 

the Definitions.  “Artificial turf grass,” “impervious, “landscaped area,” “ornamental 

grass,” “permeable,” “softscape,” “turf grass,” “xeric landscaping,” and “zeroscaping” are 

being added to this section.  “Ground cover,” “hardscape,” and “landscaping” definitions 

are being altered.  New Design Standards are being added to this section.  These 

standards include the amount of a yard to be impervious, xeric landscaping, and 

artificial turf grass.  The sections of Installation and Maintenance of Plant Materials and 

Supplemental Landscaping Requirements by Zone have each been altered to provide 

clarification, guidance, and an increase in code compliance.  An item in Permissible Lot 

Coverage (14.10.120) has been added which coincides with Provo City Code 

15.20.060(2)(g) to provide uniformity between section.  Illustrations (14.06.030) have 

been added to provide illustrations of various types of yards.  Lastly, the department 

name has been altered to reflect either Development Services or Community and 

Neighborhood Services in the aforementioned sections.   

Staff identified that the additions of “xeric landscaping” and “artificial turf grass” 

(15.20.060.6) would be positive additions to the Development Landscaping 

Requirements.  Provo City receives an average of 18” of precipitation annually.  The 

national average annual precipitation is 38’.  Xeriscaping is a trademarked term thus 

using the term “xeric landscaping.”  The requirement of thirty-five percent plant 

coverage was derived from the Sustainability Committee and staff discussion with 

various departments.  “Zeroscaping” is different than “xeric landscaping” and 

clarification was needed between the two terms. Additional “artificial turf grass” is being 

added to this subsection to provide framework to those seeking to install said grass on 

their property.  Staff toured various types of “artificial turf grass” and these requirements 

were created based upon research and input from those who have installed “artificial 

turf grass.”  It is important that the “artificial turf grass” be water permeable as to retain 

possible water runoff.  Typically “artificial turf grass” has either rubber or sand infill, 

however when rubber is used it does get tracked off the turf.  The requirement to not 

allow rubber infill is to prevent rubber pieces flowing into the storm drains and potentially 

clogging them over time.   

Staff identified that additional language could be helpful to the Installation and 

Maintenance of Plant Materials (15.20.070).  The additional language provides further 

clarification on what is required and who is responsible for the maintenance.  Staff 

worked with various departments and the Zoning Administrator to draft the proposed 

language of said section.   
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Staff identified that additional language needed to Supplemental Landscaping 

Requirement by Zone (15.20.080).  This proposed language is to encourage 

landscaping on all areas of the property less the structure, driveways, sidewalks or 

other impervious areas.  This was derived from the Definitions (14.06.020) for front-

yard, side-yard, rear-yard and buildable area.   

The proposed ordinance text went through several revisions after review from the Urban 

Forester, Zoning Administrator, Parks Project Coordinator, members of the Public 

Works Department and the Legal Department 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The proposed text amendments facilitate Xeric Landscaping and Artificial Turf 

Grass landscaping practices.   

2. The proposed text amendments encourage maintenance of landscaping and 

what is required of the property owner or responsible party.   

3. The proposed text amendments provide a framework that the Zoning division 

may utilize to increase code compliance.   

4. The proposed text amendments include definitions that will provide clarification to 

the general public regarding landscaping terminology.   

5. The proposed text amendments do not allow for Zeroscaping. 

6. General Plan Goal 1.4.5.3 calls for higher minimum landscaping and tree density 

requirements for all development.   

7. General Plan Goal 1.4.9.2 calls for adequate enforcement of zoning regulations. 

8. General Plan Goal 1.4.11.2 calls for reinvestment in, and the beautification and 

restoration of, established neighborhoods. 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

 Provo City Code Section 14.02.020(2) sets forth the following guidelines for 

consideration of ordinance text amendments: 

Before recommending an amendment to this Title, the Planning Commission 

shall determine whether such amendment is in the interest of the public, and is 

consistent with the goals and policies of the Provo City General Plan.  The 

following guidelines shall be used to determine consistency with the General 

Plan: (responses in bold) 
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(a) Public purpose for the amendment in question.  The proposed 

amendments increase the landscaping options for residential 

properties within Provo City.  The proposed amendments are meant 

to give framework to those who are looking at various types of 

landscaping practices.  Additionally, the proposed amendments give 

Planning and Zoning divisions the ability to educate and enforce 

code compliance regarding landscaping requirements.   

 

(b) Confirmation that the public purpose is best served by the amendment in 

question.  By having clear Development Landscaping Requirements, 

Definitions, Permissible Lot Coverage, and Illustration in the Provo 

City Code, developers, property owners and City staff can more 

easily work through the project review process with a level of 

certainty towards staff expectations and code compliance.   

 

(c) Compatibility of the proposed amendment with General Plan policies, 

goals, and objectives.  

The proposed amended standards implement the General Plan 

policies by having higher minimum landscaping requirements for all 

development (1.4.5.3) and increasing beautification within 

neighborhoods (1.4.11.2).    

(d) Consistency of the proposed amendment with the General Plan’s “timing 

and sequencing”   provisions on changes of use, insofar as they are 

articulated.  There are no timing and sequencing issues with the 

proposed changes.   

  

(d) Potential of the proposed amendment to hinder or obstruct attainment of 

the General Plan’s articulated policies.  The proposed amended 

standards will promote rather than hinder the articulated policies of 

the General Plan. 

(f) Adverse impacts on adjacent land owners. No conflicts have been 

identified as these standards will be imposed on new development.  
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CONCLUSIONS 

The adoption of an amended Development Landscaping Requirements, Definitions, 

Permissible Lot Coverage, and Illustrations in the Provo City Code will establish clear 

expectations for the landscaping standards and practices, as well as increase code 

compliance.  The establishment of these standards will ensure that the long-term goals 

of the City are met.  Evaluating the proposal as a whole, staff supports the proposed 

ordinance text amendment.   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend to the Municipal Council 

approval of the proposed ordinance text amendment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1 – Development Landscaping Requirements Proposed Text (15.20) 

2 – Permissible Lot Coverage Proposed Text (14.10.120) 

3 – Illustrations (14.06.030) 
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Attachment 1 – Development Landscaping Requirements Proposed Text (15.20) 

…. 

15.20.030  

Saving Existing Vegetation. 

(1)  Developments shall be designed to incorporate existing large trees, clusters of trees or clusters 

of large shrubs unless the Provo City Forester finds (or a certified arborist in the absence of a finding 

from the Provo City Forester) that such preservation is unwise. The Planning Commission or its 

designee shall review the appropriateness of removal of such vegetation if proposed in a 

development plan. 

(a)  The Planning Commission may approve removal of some or all existing vegetation based on 

a determination of the benefits of such vegetation and the efforts made to save and incorporate 

the vegetation into the design of a development versus the problems such vegetation may 

create for the development in terms of general construction techniques, the impact removal 

may have on the character of the area, the topography of the site and harmful conditions the 

vegetation may create. 

(b)  The Planning Commission may disapprove a development plan if it determines trees or 

other vegetation were removed prior to submittal of the development application. If existing 

trees, clusters of trees or clusters of large shrubs deemed beneficial to the property are removed 

without City authorization prior to approval of a development, then a fee as shown on the 

Consolidated Fee Schedule adopted by the Municipal Council shall be assessed to any person 

responsible for such removal. 

(2)  Trees and other vegetation to be saved shall be clearly marked to ensure protection against 

removal or damage. Snow fencing or other acceptable barriers shall be used to protect existing 

vegetation designated to be saved. The Community Development Services Department and/or 

Community and Neighborhood Services Department or City Forestry Division shall approve the 

location of such barriers. 

(Rep&ReEn 1999-34, Rep&ReEn 1999-61, Am 2006-15, Am 2012-20, Am 2015-12) 



Planning Commission Staff Report  Item #2 
October 23, 2019  Page 7 
 

 

 

15.20.040  

Definitions. 

The following definitions shall apply to the regulation and control of landscaping within this Title 

(more detailed information can be found in the ANSI Z60.1-2004 revision of the American Standard 

for Nursery Stock): 

“Annual” means a plant which completes its life cycle within one (1) year of germination. 

“Artificial turf grass” means a surface of synthetic fibers made to resemble natural grass. 

“Botanical name” means the Latin scientific name of a plant. 

“Biennial” means a plant which completes its life cycle in two (2) years. 

“Buffering” means the use of landscaping (other than mere turf grass on flat terrain), or the use of 

vegetation along with berms, walls or decorative fences that at least partially and periodically 

obstruct the view from the street, in a continuous manner, of vehicular use areas, parking lots and 

their parked cars, and detention ponds. 

“Caliper” means a standard trunk diameter measurement for nursery grown trees taken six (6) 

inches above the ground for trees up to and including four (4) inch caliper size, and twelve (12) 

inches above the ground for larger size trees. 

“Cultivar” means the plant variety originated in cultivation and not in the wild. 

“Deciduous” means a plant that loses its leaves at the end of the growing season. 

“Design Review Committee” means the committee established by Chapter 14.04A, Provo City 

Code. 

“Detention area” means a temporary storage of a determined quantity of water with a release rate 

that is either fixed or variable. 

“Drip irrigation” means a network of narrow tubes or porous tubing which delivers small amounts 

of water to individual plants in order to reduce the amount of water wasted due to wind, evaporation 

or spillage. 
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“Drip line” means a vertical line extending from the outermost edge of the tree canopy or shrub 

branch to the ground. 

“Evergreen” means a plant which retains its leaves in a living state during the winter. 

“Foundation area” means the ground area immediately adjacent to a building on all sides thereof. 

“Genus” means a class of plants divided into subordinate species. 

“Ground cover” means a prostrate plant less than two (2) one (1) feet foot in height at maturity and 

used for ornamental purposes. 

“Hardscape” means functional, hard-surfaced amenities in landscaped areas landscaping which may 

include but not limited to interior decorative walkways, play areas, improved pads for barbecues, 

picnic areas, sports facilities, pools, or other functional recreational amenities. pathways (excluding 

public sidewalks), patios, decks, pools, sport facilities, courtyards, walls or raised planters that are 

constructed of materials such as concrete, pavers, crushed limestone, wood or decomposed granite. 

“Hardy” means the ability of a plant to withstand minimum cold and maximum hot temperatures in 

a specific location. 

“Impervious” means a surface that does not allow water to percolate. 

“Island” means a raised planting area, usually curbed, and placed to guide traffic, separate lanes, 

limit paving (impervious surface), provide vegetation, reduce heat island effect, and increase 

aesthetic quality in parking lots and other areas. 

“Landscape plan” means the preparation of graphic and written criteria, specifications, and detailed 

plans to arrange and modify the effects of natural features such as plantings, ground and water 

forms, circulation, walks and other features to comply with the provisions of this Chapter. 

“Landscaped area” means an entire parcel of real property less the building footprint, driveways, 

non-irrigated portions of parking lots, and other nonporous areas excluding “hardscape”.  Water 

features are included in the calculation of the landscaped area. 

“Landscape yards” means a yard devoted exclusively to landscaping (except for driveways and 

sidewalks needed to serve the use and buildings on the lot). 
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“Landscaping” means any combination of living plants, such as trees, shrubs, vines, ground covers, 

flowers or grass; natural features such as rock, stone, bark chips or shavings, xeric landscaping; and 

structural features, including, but not limited to, fountains, reflecting pools, outdoor art work, screen 

walls, fences, or benches. 

“Microclimate” means a specific expression of the wind, temperature, and precipitation patterns of 

a specific site or property. 

“Mulch” means any loose, organic or inorganic, material placed over the soil as a protective 

covering or for decorative purposes such as ground bark, saw dust, leaves, compost, straw, gravel, 

stone, or rock. 

“Ornamental Grass” means an annual or perennial grass grown as a plant in non-turf landscape 

area and that is not meant to be mown 

“Parking lot plantings” means a planting area, within or adjacent to a parking area, designed to 

shade and improve the attractiveness of large areas of pavement. 

“Parkway area” means the strip of land next to a road which is between the curb and the sidewalk. 

“Perennial” means a plant which will live for three (3) years or more under normal conditions. 

“Permeable” means material that permits water penetration. 

“Planting area” means the area prepared for the purpose of accommodating the planting of trees, 

shrubs, and ground covers. 

“Retention area” means an area designed and used for the temporary or permanent storage of 

storm water runoff. 

“Rootball” means the intact ball of earth or growing medium containing the roots of a nursery 

plant. 

“Shrub” means a small, medium, or large upright plant growing less than five (5) feet to twenty (20) 

feet in height at maturity that is planted for ornamental or screening purposes. 
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“Site analysis plan” means a plan drawn with sufficient detail to show existing site conditions 

including steep slopes, wetlands, watercourses, existing vegetation, scenic views, drainage ways, 

fences, easements, and other existing features pertaining to the proposed site. 

“Softscape” means living or unhardened elements such as flowers, vines, shrubs, trees flowerbeds 

and others that are incorporated into the landscaped area.   

“Species” means a category of plants ranking below genus. 

“Street tree” or “public tree” is a tree in any public place, located on Provo City property, or street 

rights-of-way, including, but not limited to, parkway areas. 

“Street yard” means a planting area parallel to a public street designed to provide continuity of 

vegetation along the right-of-way and to soften the impact of development by providing a pleasing 

view from the street. 

“Tree” means a woody plant with a distinct central trunk. 

“Tree, ornamental” means a small to medium tree, growing fifteen (15) to forty (40) feet in height 

at maturity, that is planted for aesthetic purposes such as colorful flowers, interesting bark, or foliage. 

“Tree protection zone” means the area around a tree corresponding to the drip line or ten (10) feet 

in all directions from the trunk or as identified by the City Forester or certified arborist. 

“Tree, shade” means a large tree planted to provide canopy cover shade. 

“Turf Grass” means any of various grasses such as Kentucky bluegrass, tall fescue grass or perennial 

ryegrass grown to be mown and form turf. 

“Variety” means one (1) of possibly many closely related plant species. 

“Water wise” describes a water conservative landscape achieved through the use of good planning 

and design, limited turf areas, soil improvements, efficient irrigation, mulching, low water use/native 

plants, and appropriate trees, shrubs, and ground cover. 

“Xeric Landscaping” means the practice of designing landscapes to reduce the need for irrigation 

beyond what the local natural climate provides. 



Planning Commission Staff Report  Item #2 
October 23, 2019  Page 11 
 

 

 

“Zeroscaping” means a sterile area filled primarily with dirt or gravel with no living plants. 

(Rep&ReEn 1999-34, Rep&ReEn 1999-61, Am 2012-20, Am 2015-12) 

15.20.050  

Landscape Plan. 

(1)  A landscape plan shall be required whenever landscaping or alteration of existing landscaping is 

required by this Title or Title 14, Provo City Code, and shall be submitted with the initial application 

for approval. Such landscape plan shall conform to the requirements specified in this Chapter. 

Landscape and irrigation plans shall be prepared by a landscape architect licensed in the State of 

Utah and be approved by the Planning Commission or its designee prior to the issuance of a 

building permit. If a building permit is not required, landscape plans shall be approved as part of a 

project plan. The construction of detached single-family residences shall be exempt from this 

landscape plan requirement, except as set forth in Chapter 14.31, Performance Development Overlay 

Zone, Chapter 15.04, Conventional and Open Space Subdivision Requirements, and Section 

15.20.080(2), Provo City Code. In the case of existing single-family residences, the Community 

Development Services Department and/or Community and Neighborhood Services Department 

office may require a landscape plan from the property owner and/or contractor to determine 

compliance with this chapter. 

(2)  All landscape plans submitted for approval shall be drawn to a standard engineer’s or architect’s 

scale on an eleven (11) inch by seventeen (17) inch sheet and submitted electronically, and shall 

include the following components: 

(a)  Landscape plan showing the following information: 

(i)  Location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures, property lines, 

easements, parking lots and drives, roadways and rights-of-way, sidewalks, bicycle paths, 

ground signs, refuse disposal and recycling areas, bicycle parking areas, fences, freestanding 

electrical equipment, tot lots and other recreational facilities, and other freestanding 

structural features; 

(ii)  Location, quantity, size, and botanical and common names of all proposed plants; 
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(iii)  Location, size and common names of all existing plants including trees and other 

plants in the parkway; 

(iv)  Indication of plants to be retained or removed and how they will be protected during 

construction; 

(v)  Location of existing buildings, structures and plants on adjacent property within twenty 

(20) feet of the site; 

(vi)  Existing and proposed grading of the site using two (2) foot contour intervals; 

(vii)  Proposed berming using one (1) foot contour intervals; 

(viii)  Elevations and cross-sections of all proposed fences and retaining walls; 

(ix)  Elevations and cross-sections of other landscape features; and 

(x)  Summary data indicating the total area of property and percentage of the site devoted 

to landscape area. 

(b)  Irrigation System Plan. The landscape plan and the irrigation plan shall be provided on 

separate sheets. 

(Rep&ReEn 1999-34, Rep&ReEn 1999-61, Am 2012-20, Am 2015-12) 

15.20.060  

Design Standards. 

(1)  Landscape plans shall incorporate the design standards set forth in this Section and shall be 

evaluated and approved based on compliance therewith. 

(2)  The scale and nature of landscaping materials shall be appropriate to the size of the structures 

on the premises and character of the location. 

(a)  Plants shall be selected for form, texture, color, pattern of growth and adaptability to local 

conditions. Plants shall be of good quality, and capable of withstanding the extremes of 
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individual site microclimates. The mature height and spread of plants shall be taken into account 

during selection. 

(b)  Evergreens should be incorporated into the landscape treatment of a site, particularly in 

those areas where screening and buffering are required. 

(c)  Plants shall be placed intermittently against long expanses of building walls, fences, and 

other barriers to create a softening effect. 

(d)  Detention/retention basins and ponds shall be landscaped where possible. Such 

landscaping may include shade and ornamental trees, evergreens, shrubbery, hedges, turf and 

ground cover. 

(e)  Plant placement shall be designed to reduce the energy consumption needs of the 

development. 

(i)  Deciduous trees shall be placed on the south and west sides of buildings to provide 

shade from the summer sun, but may be placed elsewhere in the landscape. 

(ii)  Where possible, evergreens should be concentrated on the north side of buildings to 

dissipate the effect of winter winds. 

(f)  Whenever practical earthen berms and existing topographic features shall be incorporated 

into the landscape treatment of a site, particularly when combined with plant material to 

facilitate buffering. 

(g)  No more than fifty (50%) percent of each Front, Rear and combined Side yards may be 

impervious.  This is to allow for adequate permeability and assist in storm water management 

upon each parcel.   

(3)  Landscape design shall recognize the climatic and geologic limitations of the Provo City area 

and the need for water conservation. While irrigation systems are required for certain landscape 

areas, and may be desirable for other applications, all irrigation systems shall be designed to 

minimize the use and runoff of water. 
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(a)  All areas to be landscaped with sod, seed, and/or hydroseed shall have an automatic 

irrigation system.   

(b)  To promote water conservation every effort should be made to use drought-tolerant 

species that can withstand dry conditions once established. The use of drought-tolerant 

vegetation is encouraged in required landscape areas, especially in hillside areas. The City 

Forester shall maintain a current list of drought-tolerant trees and shrubs that are locally 

available. Water wise landscaping may include a combination of drought-resistant trees, shrubs, 

ground covers, organic mulches, decorative stone, and native plants. 

(4)  Annuals, biennials and perennials, decorative stone or similar materials may be used in planting 

beds and may be used as an alternative to turf grasses. Ground covers may be used together with 

mulch to provide complete coverage of bare ground. Where ground cover is not used, planting beds 

shall be mulched with bark chips, decorative stone, or similar materials. Mulch shall not be used by 

itself as a substitute for required landscaping. 

(5)  Minimum plant sizes at time of installation shall be as follows: 

(a)  All deciduous and/or ornamental trees shall have a minimum two (2) inch caliper size. Multi-

stem varieties shall have a minimum height of six (6) feet. 

(b)  All evergreen trees shall have a minimum height of five (5) feet measured from finished 

grade to the top of the plant. 

(c)  All shrubs shall be a minimum five (5) gallon size stock depending on the plant’s natural 

growth habit. 

(6) Xeric Landscaping and water wise landscaping is encouraged in all yards if the landscaping plan 

for yards adjacent to a street meets the following criteria:  

(a)  Living vegetation including turf grass, shrubs, perennials, ornamental grasses or artificial turn 

grass shall cover a minimum of thirty-five percent (35%) of the unbuilt surface area within three 

years of planting. Tree canopy and weeds may not count toward this percentage; 
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(b)  The remaining unbuilt area not covered by living vegetation or artificial turf grass shall be 

covered by bark or wood mulch, decorative rock, hardscape or any combination of these 

materials.  Living plants should be dispersed aesthetically throughout the yard.   

(c)  Living plants in the parkway area shall not be included in the minimum coverage 

requirement. Landscaping requirements for Parkways shall be followed as defined in 15.20.120. 

(d)  Artificial turf grass may be used in landscaping so long as it meets the following 

requirements: 

(i)   Artificial turf grass in yards adjacent to a street must have a blade length between 

two (2) inches and three (3) inches, have a natural green color, and be water permeable; 

(ii) Artificial turf grass must be installed on top of a minimum of three (3) inches of sand, 

rocks, gravel, or similar product for drainage.  Rocks, gravel or similar products shall range 

in size from three-eighths of an inch (3/8”) to three-fourths of an inch (3/4”); 

(iii) Artificial turf grass used for landscaping may not include rubber infill in a yard 

adjacent to a public street; 

(iv) Outdoor green carpet shall not be used in landscaping; 

 (v)  Upon request, specifications for installed artificial turf grass shall be provided to the 

Development Services Department and/or Community and Neighborhood Services 

Department.   

 (Rep&ReEn 1999-34, Rep&ReEn 1999-61, Am 2012-20, Am 2015-12) 

15.20.070  

Installation and Maintenance of Plant Materials. 

(1)  All landscaping shall be installed in accordance with planting procedures established by the 

American Nursery and Landscape Association and ANSI Z60.1-2004. The installation of all plants 

required by this Chapter may be delayed until the next optimal planting season, as determined by 

the Community Development Services Department and/or Community and Neighborhood Services 
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Department, subject to the posting of a bond to guarantee installation. Such bond shall conform to 

the requirements of Section 15.03.280, Provo City Code. 

(2)  All landscaping materials, fences and walls, and irrigation systems shall be maintained by the 

owner of the premises, the registered agent, the manager, or other responsible party in good 

condition so as to present a healthy, neat and orderly appearance, and shall be replaced when 

necessary as follows: The owner of the premises shall be responsible for the maintenance, repair and 

replacement of all landscaping materials, fences and walls. 

 (a)  In a live and thriving condition, with consideration for normal growth and water needs;  

(b) Fertilized, mowed, trimmed, edged, mulched and free from weeds, dead plants, litter, 

refuse, or debris and in compliance with regionally accepted horticultural practice; 

(c) Where a public sidewalk is present, landscaping shall not be allowed to encroach upon 

the sidewalk.  Tree or shrub canopy that extends over the sidewalk shall not extend lower 

than seven (7) feet; 

(d) Zeroscaping shall not be permitted.  Xeric Landscaping is permitted per 15.20.060(6); 

(e) Fences, walls, or structures that contain bricks, posts, chain link fence slats, railings or 

rocks that are out of place, missing, excessively worn, or contain materials that are torn, 

ripped or out of place shall be replaced, repaired and maintained. 

(3)  The owner of the premises shall be responsible for the maintenance, repair and replacement of 

all landscaping materials, fences and, walls. 

(Rep&ReEn 1999-34, Rep&ReEn 1999-61, Am 2012-20, Am 2015-12) 

15.20.080  

Supplemental Landscaping Requirements by Zone. 

(1)  The requirements of this Section shall apply in addition to other requirements of this Chapter. 
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(2)  Within the following zones, all open areas except driveways, parking areas, walkways, utility 

areas, decks, patios, porches, etc., shall be landscaped by the following standards: 

(a)  Within all A1, RA, and R1 zones and one-family or two-family dwellings in the RC zone, 

landscaping shall comply with Section 15.20.060, Provo City Code. The design layout and details 

may be determined by the property owner so long as the standards set forth in Section 

15.20.060, Provo City Code, are met. 

(i)  Existing one-family or two-family dwellings replacing front yard landscaping must 

submit a plan to the Community Development Services Department for approval. 

(ii)  Areas on the property that are within the buildable area but not taken up by the 

structure, driveways, sidewalks and other impervious areas shall be landscaped.   

(b)  Within all LDR, MDR, HDR, and CMU zones, landscaping shall meet the following 

requirements: 

(i)  Each property shall have a minimum of one (1) tree per two thousand (2,000) square 

feet of landscape space (parkway and interior parking lot trees shall not be counted towards 

this requirement). 

(ii)  Foundation area plantings (including fences) shall have a minimum four (4) foot 

planting bed, a minimum three (3) foot average plant height, and have minimum fifty 

percent (50%) coverage at maturity; layered planting is encouraged (additional width may 

be required to accommodate mature spread of selected plant materials). 

(c)  Within all PO, PF, PFS, SC1, SC2, SC3, CG, CM, MP, M1, M2, PIC, FC1, FC2, HCF, and TF zones, 

landscaping shall have a minimum of fifteen (15) trees per acre. 

(i)  The Airport Director and Community Development Services Director may jointly 

approve any modifications to a requirement of this Chapter as applied to City-owned 

property located on or adjacent to the Provo City Airport. 

(3)  Within the DT1 and DT2 zones any open areas or courts lying between a front or side property 

line and the front or side of any building or structure located on the property, except those portions 

devoted to driveways, shall be maintained with suitable landscaping of plants, shrubs, trees, grass, 
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and similar landscaping materials. Landscaping materials shall be in character with and shall 

complement the landscaping provided in adjacent public rights-of-way. 

…. 

15.20.150  

Enforcement. 

(1)  All landscaping shall be installed and maintained in conformance with an approved landscape 

plan. Any modification to an approved plan shall require approval of the Planning Commission or its 

designee. 

(a)  Bonding for all landscape improvements shall be held until required landscaping is 

inspected and shown to conform to the approved landscape plan. 

(b)  Unauthorized changes to a landscape plan shall be corrected by the person responsible for 

deviating therefrom. Unauthorized changes which remain uncorrected shall be a violation of this 

Chapter and subject to the fines and penalties established in Chapter 14.42, Provo City Code. 

(2)  The Community Development Services Department and/or Community and Neighborhood 

Services Department and the City Forester are hereby authorized to bring actions against property 

owners for violations of this Chapter. 

(Enacted 1999-61, Am 2012-20, Am 2015-12) 

…. 
 

Attachment 2 – Permissible Lot Coverage Proposed Text (14.10.120) 

14.10.120  

Permissible Lot Coverage. 

(1)  In an R1 zone, all buildings, including accessory buildings and structures, shall not cover more 

than forty percent (40%) of the area of the lot or parcel of land upon which they are placed. 
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(2)  Front and corner side yard paving shall be limited to the amount of paving necessary to provide 

direct access to legal parking. The street curb cut shall not exceed thirty-five (35) feet in width. 

(3)  Only one (1) interior side yard may have paving of up to one hundred percent (100%). The other 

interior side yard shall have no paving. Remaining areas of the lot or parcel shall be maintained in 

landscaping, as set forth in Section 15.20.040, Provo City Code, and as otherwise provided in Section 

15.20.080, Provo City Code, but may include pedestrian walkways, patios, a swimming pool, or similar 

features, with the exception of driveways, commonly incorporated into a landscaped yard. 

(4)  The total area of all paved parking and access in the front yard, including detached parking 

structures, shall not exceed more than fifty percent (50%) of the total front yard. 

(5)  The total area of all paved parking and access in the rear yard, including detached parking 

structures, shall not exceed more than forty percent (40%) of the total rear yard. 

(6)  Areas of hardscape to be used for activities other than parking must be designed to prohibit the 

parking of vehicles. Any structure or device used to prohibit parking must be integrated with the 

overall design, be permanent, and immovable. 

(7)  All parking areas or spaces, covered or uncovered, must comply with the Design Standards as set 

forth in Section 14.37.100, Provo City Code. 

(8)  The maximum area of yards that may be impervious is set forth in Provo City Code Section 

15.20.060(2)(g). 

(Am 2001-49, Am 2006-46, Am 2011-15, Am 2015-30) 

The Provo City Code is current through Ordinance 2019-20, passed May 7, 2019. 

Disclaimer: The city recorder has the official version of the Provo City Code. Users should contact the 

city recorder for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above. 

City Website: www.provo.org 

City Telephone: (801) 852-6000 

Code Publishing Company 

https://provo.municipal.codes/Code/15.20.040
https://provo.municipal.codes/Code/15.20.080
https://provo.municipal.codes/Code/14.37.100
https://www.provo.org/
https://www.codebook.com/
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Attachment 3 - Illustrations (14.06.030) 

14.06.030 Illustrations 

…. 

14.06.030  Examples of Types of Yards 
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The Provo City Code is current through Ordinance 2019-29, passed June 4, 2019. 

Disclaimer: The city recorder has the official version of the Provo City Code. Users should contact the 

city recorder for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above. 

City Website: www.provo.org 

City Telephone: (801) 852-6000 

Code Publishing Company 

 

 

https://www.provo.org/
https://www.codebook.com/

