
 

 

*ITEM #2  The Development Services Department requests an amendment to Chapter 15.15 

(Annexation) of the Provo City Code relating to the annexation of islands, peninsulas, 

irregular boundaries, etc. Citywide application. Brandon Larsen (801) 852-6408 

jblarsen@provo.org PLOTA20220167 

Applicant: Development Services 
 
Staff Coordinator: Brandon Larsen 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS 

1. Continue to a future date to obtain 
additional information or to further 
consider information presented.  The next 
available meeting date is June 8, 2022, 
6:00 P.M. 

 
2. Deny the requested ordinance text 

amendment.  This action would not be 
consistent with the recommendations of 
the Staff Report. The Planning 
Commission should state new findings. 

 
 

Relevant History: The City Attorney’s Office has 
become aware of changes to the Utah Code 
relative to annexations that should be reflected in 
the City Code. 
 
 
Neighborhood Issues: This is a city-wide 
application; staff has not received feedback from 
any neighborhood chairs for this item. 
 
 
Summary of Key Issues: 

• Requirements related to annexations have 
been amended in the Utah Code. 

• This proposal would specifically address 
the following annexation related issues: 
annexations that create or leave pockets, 
islands, peninsulas, or irregular 
boundaries. 

• The language of the amendments have 
been provided by the City Attorney’s Office 
and mirrors language in the Utah Code. 

 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends that 
the Planning Commission forward a positive 
recommendation for the proposed text 
amendments to the City Council. 

 
 

Planning Commission Hearing 
Staff Report 

Hearing Date: May 25, 2022 
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OVERVIEW 

Provo City Development Services is requesting an ordinance text amendment to Chapter 15.15 

of the City Code to address annexations that create or leave pockets, islands, peninsulas, or 

irregular boundaries. The Utah Code has been updated to provide more flexibility for the 

aforementioned annexation issues. The proposed amendments mirror language in the Utah 

Code. 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Provo City Code Section 14.02.020(2) states that before recommending an amendment to this 

Title, the Planning Commission shall determine whether such amendment is in the interest of 

the public, and is consistent with the goals and policies of the Provo City General Plan. The 

following guidelines shall be used to determine consistency with the General Plan: (responses 

in bold) 

 

 

(a) Public purpose for the amendment in question. 

The public purpose is to align the City’s annexation requirements and allowances with 

those of the State of Utah. 

(b) Confirmation that the public purpose is best served by the amendment in question. 

The new definitions will provide greater flexibility with annexations. 

(c) Compatibility of the proposed amendment with General Plan policies, goals, and objectives. 

The Annexation Policy Plan Guidelines of the General Plan aim to set the City up for 

future annexations that are manageable and orderly. This proposed amendment gives 

the City flexibility in annexations they have not previously enjoyed. The City will need to 

be judicious in using these additional allowances to promote the aim of orderly, 

manageable annexations. It may be wise to consider a future amendment to the General 

Plan to consider the allowances provided by this proposal. 

(d) Consistency of the proposed amendment with the General Plan’s “timing and sequencing” 

provisions on changes of use, insofar as they are articulated. 

The City will need to be judicious in using these additional allowances to promote the 

aim of orderly, manageable annexations, especially related to utilities. 

(e) Potential of the proposed amendment to hinder or obstruct attainment of the General Plan’s 

articulated policies. 

The City will need to be judicious in using the additional allowances provided by this 

proposal to promote the aim of orderly, manageable annexations. It may be wise to 
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consider a future amendment to the General Plan to consider the allowances provided by 

this proposal.  

(f) Adverse impacts on adjacent land owners. 

Staff does not anticipate any adverse impacts to property owners by the result of the 

proposed amendment. 

(g) Verification of correctness in the original zoning or General Plan for the area in question. 

This standard does not apply to the proposed city-wide text amendment. 

(h) In cases where a conflict arises between the General Plan Map and General Plan Policies, 

precedence shall be given to the Plan Policies. 

No conflict exists. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

The proposal will offer the City flexibility in the annexation process, as well as align ourselves 

with the provisions of the Utah Code. Staff is supportive of the proposed amendments. Staff 

received no objections from the City departments that reviewed the proposal. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Proposed Text Amendments 
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ATTACHMENT 1 – PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS 
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