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*ITEM 2 

   

Development Services requests approval of Ordinance Text Amendments to Chapter 

14.15 (Residential Manufactured Home Park Zone) to update and clarify standards. 

Citywide application. Aaron Ardmore (801) 852-6404 aardmore@provo.org 

PLOTA20240155   

Applicant: Development Services 
 
Staff Coordinator: Aaron Ardmore 

 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS 
1. Continue to a future date to obtain 

additional information or to further 
consider information presented.  The next 
available meeting date is July 10th, 2024, 
at 6:00 P.M. 

 
2. Recommend Denial of the requested 

Ordinance Text Amendment.  This action 
would not be consistent with the 
recommendations of the Staff Report. The 
Planning Commission should state new 
findings. 

 
 

Relevant History: The RM Zone was 
established in 1995. Since that time there have 
been six different amendments to Section 
14.15.030 (Permitted Uses). The proposed 
amendments in this report started with 
removing a “garage” from permitted uses for 
the Building and Fire divisions but staff have 
found several cleanups throughout the chapter 
to bring forward through this process. 
 
Neighborhood Issues: This is a citywide 
application, no issues with the proposed 
amendments have been brought to staff at the 
time of this report. However, this application 
began to address safety issues found with 
illegal building additions in a few RM zones in 
Provo. 
 
Summary of Key Issues: 

• Enforcement actions in mobile home parks 
encouraged staff to review and revise code 
regulations in the RM Zone. 

• The most substantive amendments are to remove 
garages as permitted accessory uses and to update 
parking regulations for consistency with the current 
code. 

• There are several grammar and wording changes 
that have no substantial impact on the zone. 

 
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends 
that the Planning Commission recommend 
approval of the proposed text amendments to 
the City Council. 
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OVERVIEW 

Development Services is bringing forward text amendments to the RM Zone code in 

order to remove garages as a permitted use and to clarify standards throughout the 

chapter. These changes are being proposed as a result of enforcement actions taking 

place around the city in some of the mobile home parks with illegally built structures that 

are creating hazards for the tenants and neighbors. 

The purpose of the RM Zone is to have a large tract of land that can have mobile 

structures placed in designated areas to provide residential communities for mobile 

homes and modular housing units. Over the years in Provo, some of these parks have 

been expanded to include permanent structures which create issues with fire code, 

building code, and HUD standards. The attached amendments look to clarify the 

standards in these parks to avoid ongoing and future safety issues. 

Planning staff reviewed these amendments with the Provo Legal Department and was 

provided with a number of additional edits to clarify standards and regulations for RM 

Zones. These include, but are not limited to, grammatical fixes, other code references, 

and updates to be consistent with other sections of Provo City Code. 

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

With any text amendment staff must review the proposed language against the goals 

and objectives of the General Plan. Section 14.02.020 of the Provo City Code provides 

specific criteria for this evaluation. That evaluation is as follows: (staff responses in 

bold) 

(a) Public purpose for the amendment in question. 

Staff response: The public purpose for the amendments is to help provide safer 
development in mobile home parks, restricting additions and structures that 
sacrifice the safety of mobile homes. Additionally, the more minor changes will help 
the public to more easily understand the rules and regulations in the RM Zone. 

(b) Confirmation that the public purpose is best served by the amendment 
in question. 

Staff response: Staff believes that the proposed amendments are the best way to 
address the above public purpose. 

 (c) Compatibility of the proposed amendment with General Plan policies, 
goals, and objectives. 

Staff response: The proposed amendments help to meet goals of the General Plan, 
specifically, Chapter 3, goal 3, to “review and revise Provo City Code to make it 
more consistent and accessible” as well as Chapter 7, goal 5, to “continue to plan 
and work to mitigate the impacts of emergencies and hazards”. 
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 (d) Consistency of the proposed amendment with the General Plan’s 
“timing and sequencing” provisions on changes of use, insofar as they are 
articulated. 

Staff response: There are no timing and sequencing issues related to this request. 

 (e) Potential of the proposed amendment to hinder or obstruct attainment 
of the General Plan’s articulated policies. 

Staff response: Staff believes that this proposal would not hinder or obstruct 
General Plan policies. 

 (f) Adverse impacts on adjacent landowners. 

Staff response: Staff believes the only adverse impacts from these amendments 
would be to mobile park owners/tenants that attempt to obtain building permits for 
structures that are not allowed by the RM Zone code. 

 (g) Verification of correctness in the original zoning or General Plan for the 
area in question. 

Staff response: Does not apply. 

 (h) In cases where a conflict arises between the General Plan Map and 
General Plan Policies, precedence shall be given to the Plan Policies. 

Staff response: Does not apply. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

These proposed amendments are necessary and vital for protecting residents within 

and adjacent to mobile home parks. The proliferation of illegal structures constructed in 

some of these parks has created dangerous situations that are currently being 

remedied. The size of tenant spaces in these parks and the intent of the RM Zone do 

not lend themselves for garage construction. Cleaning up the RM Zone chapter is an 

important step to ensuring the intent of the zone is met and safety is secured. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Proposed Amendments 
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ATTACHMENT 1 – PROPOSED AMMENDMENTS 
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